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which affected the Malays was old and continuous. It started from Arabia in the early days of the Hijra and had nothing to do with the Moslim invasions which entered India by land.
Indian civilization appears to have existed in Java from at least the fifth century of our era1. Much light has been thrown on its history of late by the examination of inscriptions and of fairly ancient literature but the record still remains fragmentary. There are considerable gaps: the seat of power shifted from one district to another and at most epochs the whole island was not subject to one ruler, so that the title king of Java merely indicates a prince pre-eminent among others doubtfully subordinate to him.
The name Java is probably the Sanskrit lava used in the sense of grain, especially millet. In the Ramayana2 the monkeys of Hanuman are bidden to seek for Sit& in various places including Yava-dvipa} which contains seven kingdoms and produces gold and silver. Others translate these last words as referring to another or two other islands known as Gold and Silver Land. It is probable that the poet did not distinguish clearly between Java and Sumatra. He goes on to say that beyond Java is the peak called Sisira. This is possibly the same as the Yavakoti mentioned in 499 A.D. by the Indian astronomer Aryabhatta.
1 There is no lack of scholarly and scientific works about Java, but they are mostly written in Dutch and dissertations on special points are more numerous than general surveys of Javanese history, literature and architecture. Perhaps the best general account of the Hindu period in. Java will be found in the chapter contributed by Kern to the publication called Neerlanda Indie (Amsterdam, 1911, chap. vi. n, pp. 219-242). The abundant publications of the Bataviaasch Genoot-schap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen comprise Verkandelingen, Notulen, and the Tijdschrift voor Indiscke Taal-, Land-, en Volkenkunde (cited here as Tijdschrifl), all of which contain numerous and important articles on history, philology, religion and archaeology. The last is treated specially in the publications called Archaeo* logisch Onderzoek op Java en Madura. Veth's Java, vols. I. and rv. and various articles in the Encyclopaedie van Nederlandsch-Indie may also be consulted. I have endeavoured to mention the more important editions of Javanese books as well as works dealing specially with the old religion in the notes to these chapters.
Although Dutch orthography is neither convenient nor familiar to most readers I have thought it better to preserve it in transcribing Javanese. In this system of transcription j-=y; tj =ch; dj =j; sj=sh; w=v; oe=u.
* Ram. iv. 40, 30. Yavadvipam saptarajyopaSobhitam Suvarnarupyakadvipam cuvarnakaraman4itam.